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Abstract:

In Romania, the list of “enemies” of the Communist totalitarian regimes included
church representatives, and those who had connections with the Vatican (thus
belonging to the Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic Churches) held a special
importance. Decree 358 of 1 December 1948 declared the official end of Greek
Catholic “cult” activities, and many officials, clergy and simple believers drew the
attention of the Communist authorities and the Securitate. Among them was the
Greek Catholic priest Ștefan Tătaru. In 1950, he accepted the position of
clandestine Greek Catholic vicar general in Bucharest for Oltenia, Muntenia,
Moldova and Dobrudja. For this, on 30 January 1951, he was arrested and
sentenced to hard labour for life for the “the crime of high treason”/ “high treason
to the nation in favour of the Vatican”. He served his sentence in some of the
toughest prisons in the Communist prison system and was released on 3 August
1964. After his release, he remained under the surveillance of the Securitate until
the fall of the Communist regime.
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