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Abstract:

The Communist regime in Romania sought to subordinate various societal sectors,
including the judicial system and religious denominations, to its ideological goals.
This study delves into the relationship between the Romanian Orthodox Church
and the Communist authorities, highlighting the various legal and canonical
strategies employed to exert control over religious entities. Specifically, the
research focuses on the Romanian Orthodox Church’s alignment with Communist
regulations, leading to legitimacy and canonicity in state interventions. Through an
examination of legal sources and archival materials, the study emphasizes the
changing dynamics of religious freedom in Romania during the Communist era. An
in-depth prosopographical investigation is conducted into the case of Father
Arsenie Boca, shedding light on the canonical framework of the Romanian
Orthodox Church in the early Communist years and its implications for a modern
understanding of this period.
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