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Abstract:

At the turn of a quarter of a century since nascency, the thematic issue of our
review is dedicated to a central problem of the historian’s work, that is the issue of
primary sources, from the perspective of new methods of research and their
interpretation. By this initiative, we wanted to extend an invitation to a reflection
on the current relevance of history and its opening towards the application of some
new methods of investigation suggested by the general evolution of knowledge. Of
course, the sources of history essentially are still texts, artefacts and facts, and
their older differentiation in traditions and vestiges is still timely, implying
interesting theoretical debates, but the manner in which the researchers relate to
these is permanently changing. Our review, after surpassing the search from the
incipient period and, in an emphasised manner, after moving on to the exclusive
publishing of thematic volumes, distinguished itself through the proposal of such
new perspectives of investigating the past, which imply resorting to new sources or
re-evaluating the interpretations bestowed on the traditional sources. This was the
reason for organising a methodological workshop dedicated to new themes,
sources and methods in historical research, which took place in Alba Iulia, on June
4 of the current year, which also proposed a suitable reflection on the tendencies
of the Romanian historiography of the last three decades and its perspectives. The
present volume contains part of the communications presented on that occasion,
although others are relevant as well, but which could not be included in the
volume. Conducted in two major sections – archaeology and cultural heritage and
history – the workshop mentioned created the occasion for debates on some
diverse methods of research applied to the sources.
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